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    Abstract
A recent article in this journal by Katrina Hutchison exposes and addresses the cumulative effects of implicit bias on women in surgery. We doubt that there is a single woman in any surgical field who has not experienced both implicit and explicit bias. Many of the issues facing women in surgery seem to be mirrored in both the developed and developing countries. There is little literature describing the exact situation in Africa. South African government institutions have made a concerted effort to improve the representation of minorities in business, education and the health sector. In the hospital setting, hiring is done by means of a quota system based on demographics within that particular sector. This has also resulted in a number of unforeseen epistemic biases. This policy-driven ‘forced’ hiring of female candidates also led to feelings of doubt in the candidates themselves about their merits and competence and capabilities. This epistemic bias can then filter down, feeding the already prevalent imposter syndrome and confidence issues felt by many female surgical trainees. Not only do we need to aim to change the culture in surgical departments by changing the image of the ‘stereotypical surgeon’, we need to extend this message out into our training institutions, communities and peoples’ homes. We believe that this is the only way to change a culture steeped in implicit bias, to be more inclusive of women and other minority groups and shed the assumption that they are lesser.

	surgery
	women




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2020-106442

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	surgery
	women



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors Both authors were involved in the development of the content for this response.

	Funding Dr Wall’s contribution to this work is partially supported by the Fogarty International Center (FIC), NIH Common Fund, Office of Strategic Coordination, Office of the Director (OD/OSC/CF/NIH), Office of AIDS Research, Office of the Director (OAR/NIH), National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH/NIH) of the National Institutes of Health under Award Number D43TW010131. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of the National Institutes of Health.

	Disclaimer The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of the National Institutes of Health.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent for publication Not required.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Feature articleFour types of gender bias affecting women surgeons and their cumulative impact

Katrina Hutchison


Journal of Medical Ethics 2020; 46 236-241   Published Online First:  30 Mar 2020. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2019-105552 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Women in trauma surgery: advancing our profession through international collaborationNicole Fox et al., Trauma Surgery & Acute Care Open, 2024

	Stop the bleeding: we must combat explicit as well as implicit biases affecting women surgeonsBrandi Braud Scully, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	Gender diversity in UK surgical specialties: a national observational studyThomas Hedley Newman et al., BMJ Open, 2022

	Comparison of short term surgical outcomes of male and female gastrointestinal surgeons in Japan: retrospective cohort studyKae Okoshi et al., BMJ, 2022

	Dissecting disparity: improvements towards gender parity in leadership and on the podium within the Canadian Orthopaedic AssociationLaurie Anne Hiemstra et al., Journal of ISAKOS: Joint Disorders & Orthopaedic Sports Medicine, 2019

	Prevalence and characteristics of anti-Indigenous bias among Albertan physicians: a cross-sectional survey and framework analysisPamela Roach et al., BMJ Open, 2023

	Four types of gender bias affecting women surgeons and their cumulative impactKatrina Hutchison, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	Motivators and deterrents for early career female doctors applying to surgical training programmes in the UK National Health Service: a mixed-methods studyKajal Ruparell et al., BMJ Open, 2022

	Gender distribution and leadership trends in trauma surgery societiesShannon Marie Foster et al., Trauma Surgery & Acute Care Open, 2020

	Commentary on ‘Four types of gender bias affecting women surgeons, and their cumulative impact’ by HutchisonCarolyn McLeod, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


