





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Medical Ethics]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 38, Issue 12 
	Default options and neonatal resuscitation decisions


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Papers
Clinical ethics


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Default options and neonatal resuscitation decisions
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Marlyse Frieda Haward1,3, 
	Ryan O Murphy2, 
	John M Lorenz3

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1Department of Pediatrics, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Children's Hospital at Montefiore, Bronx, New York, USA

	[bookmark: aff-2]
2Decision Theory and Behavioral Game Theory, ETH Zürich, Zurich, Switzerland

	[bookmark: aff-3]
3Department of Pediatrics, Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, New York, USA


	Correspondence to Dr Marlyse Frieda Haward, Neonatal Office, The Valley Hospital, 223 North Van Dien Avenue, Ridgewood, NJ 07450, USA; mhaward{at}aol.com




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract



Objective To determine whether presenting delivery room management options as defaults influences decisions to resuscitate extremely premature infants.





Materials and methods Adult volunteers recruited from the world wide web were randomised to receive either resuscitation or comfort care as the delivery room management default option for a hypothetical delivery of a 23-week gestation infant. Participants were required to check a box to opt out of the default. The primary outcome measure was the proportion of respondents electing resuscitation. Data were analysed using χ2 tests and multivariate logistic regression.





Results Participants who were told the delivery room management default option was resuscitation were more likely to opt for resuscitation (OR 6.54 95% CI 3.85 to 11.11, p<0.001). This effect persisted on multivariate regression analysis (OR 7.00, 95% CI 3.97 to 12.36, p<0.001). Female gender, being married or in a committed relationship, being highly religious, experiences with prematurity, and favouring sanctity of life were significantly associated with decisions to resuscitate.





Discussion Presenting delivery room options for extremely premature infants as defaults exert a significant effect on decision makers. The information structure of the choice task may act as a subtle form of manipulation. Further, this effect may operate in ways that a decision maker is not aware of and this raises questions of patient autonomy.





Conclusion Presenting delivery room options for extremely premature infants as defaults may compromise autonomous decision-making.




	Counselling
	comfort care
	decision-making
	extreme prematurity
	resuscitation
	newborns and minors
	children
	clinical ethics
	demographic surveys/attitudes
	informed consent




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2011-100182

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Counselling
	comfort care
	decision-making
	extreme prematurity
	resuscitation
	newborns and minors
	children
	clinical ethics
	demographic surveys/attitudes
	informed consent



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Funding This study was supported by Division of Neonatology, Department of Pediatrics Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons.


	

Competing interests None.


	

Ethics approval Ethics approval was provided by Columbia University Institutional Review Board.


	

Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.


	

Data sharing statement Please note: Although required ‘permission to use images’ question was checked off, no images, tables or figures come from previously published materials. All tables and the appendix are constructed by the authors (Haward, Murphy, Lorenz) for this article only and reflect original work.






  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	ResponseDeciphering the appropriateness of defaults: the need for domain-specific evidence

Caroline Mayberry Quill
Scott Halpern


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 38 721-722   Published Online First:  23 Nov 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100724 



	CommentariesDifficulties in judging patient preferences for shared decision-making

Alexander A Kon


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 38 719-720   Published Online First:  23 Nov 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100725 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Deciphering the appropriateness of defaults: the need for domain-specific evidenceCaroline Mayberry Quill et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2012

	Delivery room deaths of extremely preterm babies: an observational studyXavier Durrmeyer et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition, 2016

	Do differences in delivery room intubation explain different rates of bronchopulmonary dysplasia between hospitals?Luigi Gagliardi et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition, 2010

	Auditing documentation on delivery room management using video and physiological recordingsK Schilleman et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition, 2014

	Multicentre study protocol comparing standard NRP to deveLoped Educational Modules for Resuscitation of Neonates in the Delivery Room with Congenital Heart Disease (LEARN-CHD)Philip Levy et al., BMJ Open, 2023

	Deferred consent for delivery room studies: the providers’ perspectiveMaria C den Boer et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition, 2019

	Default options in advance directives: study protocol for a randomised clinical trialNicole B Gabler et al., BMJ Open, 2016

	Resuscitation of infants with congenital diaphragmatic herniaAnthony O'Rourke-Potocki et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition, 2017

	Change in practice after the Surfactant, Positive Pressure and Oxygenation Randomised TrialJaclyn M LeVan et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition, 2014

	Perinatal palliative care: a dedicated care pathwayFrancesca Rusalen et al., BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2019




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


