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News and notes

Bioethics in and from Asia

Bioethics in and from Asia: the Fifth International Tsu-
kuba Bioethics Roundtable and Intensive Cross-cultural
Bioethics Course will be held from 20-23 November
1999. It is organised by the Eubios Ethics Institute.
The intended total size is 60 people, in roundtable,

workshop style, focusing on discussion and debate.
Precirculated papers will be placed on the internet
before the meeting. Days planned so far will be on:

Methodology in cross-cultural global bioethics;
Bioethics education; Clinical dilemmas across cultures;

A health global environment, and Ethical dilemmas of
biotechnology and genetics.
Updated details on-line: <http://www.biol.tsukuba

.ac.jp/-macer/TRT5.html>
Secretariat: Darryl Macer, PhD, Institute of Biologi-

cal Sciences, University of Tsukuba,Tsukuba Science
City, 305-8572, Japan. Fax: Int +81-298-53-66141; Tel:
Int +81-298-53-4662; email: Macer@sakura.cc.tsukuba.
ac.jp. Eubios Ethics Institute: http://wxw.biol.tsukuba.
ac.jp/-macer/index.html



334 Should childhood immunisation be compulsory?

References
1 Salisbury DM, Begg NT, eds. 1996 Immunisation against infec-

tious disease. London: HMSO, 1996: inside cover.
2 Calman K. From the Chief Medical Officer: measles, mumps,

rubella (MMR) vaccine, Chron's disease and autism. London:
Department of Health, 1998:1-4

3 Donaldson RJ, Donaldson LJ. Essential public health medicine.
London: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 1993: 454.

4 See reference 1: 69.
5 Calman K. From the Chief Medical Officer: national measles and

rubella immunisation campaign. London: Department of Health,
1994: 1-5.

6 See reference 1: 7.
7 See reference 1: 186.
8 Department of Health. Children Act. London: HMSO, 1989:

part V, ch 41.
9 Beauchamp TL, Childress JF. Principles of biomedical ethics.

Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994: 69-85
10 Hart HLA. Are there any natural rights? In: Waldon J, ed.

Theories of rights. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984: 79

11 Mill JS. On moral obligation and justice. In: Acton HB, ed.
Utilitarianism. London: JM Dent and Sons, 1972: 40-2.

12 Buchanan AE, Brock DW. Decidingfor others: the ethics of surro-
gate decision making. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1989: 230-6.

13 Dworkin G. The theory and practice of autonomy. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1988: 89-103.

14 Koocher GP, Speigel PC. Children, ethics and the law. University
of Nebraska Press, 1990: 13.

15 Brazier M. Medicine, patients and the law. Harmondsworth: Pen-
guin, 1992: 95.

16 Archard D. Children, rights and childhood. Routledge, 1993:
104-30.

17 See reference 1: 159-60.
18 Holder A. Legal issues in paediatric and adolescent medicine. Yale

University Press, 1985: 102-9.
19 Bainham A, Creaney S. Children: the modern law. Jordan, 1993:

93.
20 See reference 16: 10.

News and notes

Not My Child ... an Information Sheet for Potential Gamete
Donors

The Donor Conception Support Group of Australia Inc
has produced a leaflet for people considering donating
sperm, ova or embryos to help those with infertility
problems who wish to conceive a child.

To obtain a copy of the leaflet contact: The Donor
Conception Support Group of Australia Inc, PO Box
53, Georges Hall, NSW 2198, Australia. Telephone:
(02) 9724 1366.

News and notes

Third Annual European Biotechnology Business Congress

EuropaBio '99, the third annual business congress on For further information please contact: Congress
biotechnology, will take place in Munich between Secretariat, EuropalBio '99, Avenue de l'Armee 6,
November 16 and 19, 1999. The conference will focus B-1040 Brussels, Belgium.Tel: +32 2 735 0313; fax:
on biotechnology for economic growth and improved +32 2 735 4960; e-mail: mail@europa-bio.be; website:
quality of life. http://www.europa-bio.be
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of the "Baconian project" and "stand-
ard bioethics" is not directed against
straw men. The idea that medicine is
striding towards the goal of eradicat-
ing suffering and expanding choice, it
is true, is sometimes implied in the
promotional literature of researchers
in search of funding; and some of the
academic literature on bioethics ad-
mittedly does have a limited agenda:
as McKenny puts it, "for every new
issue that arises in biomedical research
and care its task is to safeguard
individual autonomy, calculate poten-
tial risks and harms, and determine
whether or not a just distribution will
follow". But even the academic litera-
ture of "standard bioethics", nowa-
days has a great deal also to say about
virtue, casuistry, narrative, ecological
and feminist ethics, for example; and
at the coal face where ethical choices
are actually made, it is all too evident

that medicine advances, when it ad-
vances at all, only by small incremen-
tal steps across a minefield of new
moral problems. McKenny's book
perhaps will be of more interest to the
theorists than to the practitioners of
bioethics. Yet the basic issue with
which this academic treatise is con-
cerned - the human need not just for
relief from suffering but also to find
meaning in suffering - is too impor-
tant to be left to theorists; and a
"moral framework within which to
determine what kinds of suffering
should be eliminated and which
choices are best" indeed could be
helpful to practitioners. "That defi-
ciency", however, (to quote McKen-
ny's own final sentence) "alas, cannot
be overcome by writing another
book". KENNETH BOYD

Research Director,
Institute ofMedical Ethics
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orders
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orders@bmjbookshop.com. European
customers should add 15 per cent for
postage and packing, other overseas
customers should add 30%. Payment
can be made by cheque in sterling
drawn on a UK bank or by credit card
(Mastercard,Visa, or American Ex-
press, stating card number, expiry date
and full name. (The price and availa-
bality are occasionally subject to
revision by the publishers.)
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