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Simon and Claire, where the embryos in question
became endowed with the additional status of
being the ONLY chance for them to have a
genetically related child. It remains to be seen,
then, whether PIGD should be marketed as
affording greater autonomy and reproductive
freedom to couples when, as things stand, they are
effectively putting the decision in the hands of the
treating clinician.
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Consensus?

A workshop on this topic is to be held at Imperial Col-
lege School of Medicine, London, on 20th April 1999,
from 9am to 5 pm.

The workshop is the final event in a three-year
research project on European biomedical ethics educa-
tion, funded by the European Commission and coordi-
nated by Michael Parker and Donna Dickenson at
Imperial College School of Medicine.

Samples of the workbooks will be available at the

Models of Teaching Biomedical Ethics: Can There be a

workshop. Speakers will include: Ann Sommerville
(BMA), Tony Hope (ETHOX), Gwen Adshead (Broad-
moor Hospital) and Ruud ter Meulen (Institute for
Bioethics, Maastricht).

There is no charge for the workshop but places are
limited. Lunch will be provided.

For more information please contact: Michael
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entitled to the protection of a principle of liberty
as is anyone else.

When Savulescu says of our miscegination case:
“but they want to make a political statement about
racial equality . . . . This is a good reason to have a
black child”, he implies that a bad reason to have a
black child - “I prefer the colour”, would not be
protected unless it also constitutes resistance to
racism. But it is our position that even where it
would not constitute resistance to racism, people
should be free to choose their procreational
partner. Even if people want black children because
“black is beautiful” that is enough. As Ronald
Dworkin has memorably remarked in another con-
text: “No one may be prevented from influencing
the shared moral environment, through his own
private choices, tastes, opinions, and example, just
because these tastes or opinions disgust those who
have the power to shut him up or lock him up.”’
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BIOETHICSLINE, an online database with almost
60,000 references to English language bioethics litera-
ture can now be searched via the web at no charge.
Accessed at http://guweb.georgetown.edu/nrcbl/ this
database is useful to anyone looking for documents
encompassing ethical, legal, or public policy aspects of
health care or biomedical research. BIOETHICSLINE
spans the literature of the health sciences, law, religion,
philosophy and the social sciences.

Produced by the Information Retrieval Project at
Georgetown University’s Kennedy Institute of Ethics,
BIOETHICSLINE is part of the National Library of
Medicine’s MEDLARS system of searchable databases
available on the world wide web. Internet Grateful

BIOETHICSLINE now free on web

Med provides structured search features and online
guidance.

Easy to search by subject, the new web site can be
accessed by subject, title or author. Terms can be com-
bined, searches may be limited to specific types of
literature and by year to produce citations that are spe-
cific to the topics needed by the searcher. Additional
bioethical information is available at the web site: a
Bioethics Thesaurus and Searchers’ Guide provide
assistance as well as links to other pertinent bioethics
sites.

A toll-free telephone number, 800-MED-ETHX
(800-633-3849; in DC 202-687 3885), may be called
for further information or for assistance web searching.
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even greater burdens on those with higher
functional value. The implementation of this ideal
will then look even less accomplishable than it
would if this practice were adopted. Thus, this
policy paves the way for equality instead of coun-
teracting it.
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Future

This one-week course will be held at the University
of Washington, Seattle, Washington, USA from June
14 - 18, 1999. The course reviews the origins and
development of the ethics and regulation of human
research, examines the current federal regulations and
their applications, and explores the emerging issues in
research with humans that ethics and regulation must
take into account. It is directed to, and registration is
limited to, members of IRB committees and active

Ethics of Research with Humans, Past, Present and

researchers from any discipline who conduct research
with human participants.

For additional information and a course brochure,
please contact: Marilyn Barnard, Program Coordinator,
Department of Medical History and Ethics, Box
357120, School of Medicine, University of Washington,
Seattle, WA 98195-7120. Telephone: (206) 616-1864;
fax: (206) 685-7515; e-mail: mbarnard@u.
washington.edu
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