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The Annual Intensive Course on Medical Ethics will be

Annual Intensive Course on Medical Ethics

held from the 14th to the 18th of September 1998 at
Imperial College, London. The course provides a
multidisciplinary introduction to philosophical medical
ethics for medical and nursing teachers, members of
ethics committees, GPs, hospital consultants and health
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small and large groups are led by leading international
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CME accreditation sought.

For further information contact: Sally Verkaik, Impe-
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(0)171 594 6883; E-mail: cpd@ic.ac.uk
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matter - no reason why such altruism rather than,
say, the pursuit of self-interested monetary gain
should be encouraged by the state nor by any
other agency nor person.

If the altruistic donation of blood is such an
unreservedly good thing, then why stop at the
donation of a pint? Why not give two pints, or
three, or ...? Why not, in an act of altruistic
suicide, donate the whole lot? The answer, of
course, is that altruism untempered is not a good
thing. Altruism is a good thing only in the context
of, amongst other things, the pursuit of self-
interest and the acquisition of money.

Vitamin C can be good for us. I do not think
that it necessarily follows from that that politicians
and/or “social-policy makers” should encourage
us to consume vitamin C. Manifestly, it does not
follow that they should encourage us not to eat
food which does not contain vitamin C. They
should not encourage us to eat only vitamin C.

Analogously, to lead a good life, in all senses of
“goodness”, we need a healthy, balanced diet of
motives and actions, which includes altruistic and

non-altruistic actions, self-interested and non-
self-interested actions, actions performed for
money and actions which are not performed for
money and ones which are a combination of two
or more of these sorts. The idea that “social
policy” should be formulated in order to encour-
age one rather than another of these types of
motives and actions is misguided. It seems to me
to be misplaced sentimentality, masquerading as
moral sensitivity.

Hugh V McLachlan, MA, PhD, is Lecturer in Sociol-
0gy, Department of Social Sciences, Glasgow Caledo-
nian University, Glasgow.
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The IVth World Congress of the International Associ-
ation of Bioethics, Global Bioethics: East and West,
South and North, will be held from 4 - 6 November this
year in Ichigaya,Tokyo, Japan. Up to date information
and call for abstracts will be available on the Internet
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www.biol.tsukuba.ac.jp/~macer/IAB4.html

Also, for information, contact: Professor Hyakudai
Sakamoto, President, The East Asian Association for
Bioethics, c/o University Research Center, Nihon
University, 4-8-24 Kudan-Minami, Chiyoda-ku,Tokyo
102, Japan. Fax: int + 81 35 27 58 326; e-mail:
sakamoto@chs.nihon-u.ac.jp
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naturally concerns the detailed
interpretation of Mill’s position and
those whose interest is in medical eth-
ics may wish to pass over it, but Crisp
has a talent for never neglecting for
long the relation of these details to
utilitarianism generally. The result is a
book containing the discussion of
much that is relevant to anyone inter-
ested in ethics, as well as being a criti-
cal but sympathetic guide to Mill. For
example, a considerable part of the
book is concerned with the nature of
human welfare, with what counts as
good for us and makes our lives satis-
fying. Is it to be understood in terms of
having certain kinds of experience,
such as pleasure; or in terms of the
satisfaction of desires; or is it, as Crisp
argues, better seen as concerning a
wider range of values such as friend-
ship, autonomy and accomplish-
ments? Once the notion of welfare is
established the utilitarian will of
course use it for the account of
morally right action by requiring that
its production be maximised, but it is a
further question to ask exactly how
this requirement is to be understood.
Are we to concern ourselves primarily

with people’s actions or with their
characters? Should we think in terms
of the actual or probable outcomes of
our actions? Should our moral reflec-
tions consider the value of the conse-
quences of single actions or of abiding
by general rules of behaviour? Inevita-
bly, too, issues arise regarding the
extent to which utilitarianism clashes
or coheres with our ordinary moral
views, and indeed with our ordinary
understanding of the necessary condi-
tions for our being able to regard our
own lives as worthwhile. Here, in the
light of recent discussion, Crisp brings
out well the difficulties that arise for
utilitarianism from its exclusive con-
cern with the aggregate of the good,
and from its failure to respond as we
would wish to the particular claims
someone might have, perhaps based
on justice or a special relationship to
the agent. Finally, there are two chap-
ters which go beyond Mill’s essay on
utilitarianism, though not beyond the
influence of the theory, and look at his
works entitled On Liberty and The
Subjection of Women.

Contrary to the claim on the cover,
studying Crisp’s book will not be

painless, any more than other worth-
while study; but short of expecting it
thus to overturn the human condition
it is warmly recommended.

HUGH UPTON

Centre for Philosophy and Health Care,
University of Wales, Swansea

Books: information and
orders

If you wish to order or require further
information regarding the tides re-
viewed here, please write to or tel-
ephone the BM]J Bookshop, PO Box
295, London WCI1H 9]JR. Tel: 0171
383 6244. Fax: 0171 383 6662. Books
are supplied post free in the UK and
for BFPO addresses. Overseas cus-
tomers should add 15 per cent for
postage and packing. Payment can be
made by cheque in sterling drawn on a
UK bank or by credit card (Master-
card, Visa, or American Express, stat-
ing card number, expiry date, and full
name (The price and availability are
occasionally subject to revision by the
publishers).
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The Institute of Medical Ethics: research and

medical groups

Research

Since 1975, the institute has conducted
research in many areas of health care ethics
and education, including issues related to
resource allocation in health care, death

and dying, abortion and the treatment of
infertility, research with human subjects,
and medical involvement in torture. Recent
studies have been concerned with the use of

Medical groups

ABERDEEN MEDICAL GROUP

Dr M D McArthur, Department of
Medicine for the Elderly, Wood End
Hospital, Aberdeen AB9 2YS

BIRMINGHAM MEDICAL GROUP

Mr R Sawers,

Birmingham Maternity Hospital,
Queen Elizabeth Medical Centre,
Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TG

BRISTOL MEDICAL GROUP

Dr Oliver Russell, Reader in Mental
Health, Bristol University,
Department of Mental Health,

41 St Michael’s Hill,

Bristol BS2 8DZ

DUNDEE MEDICAL GROUP
Mr Paul Preece,
Department of Surgery,
Ninewells Hospital,
Dundee DD1 9SY

EDINBURGH MEDICAL GROUP

Dr Sarah Cunningham-Burley,
Department of Public Health Sciences,
Edinburgh University Medical School,
Teviot Place, Edinburgh EH8 9AG

GLASGOW MEDICAL GROUP

Dr E Hillan,

Department of Nursing Studies,
Glasgow University,

Glasgow G12 8QQ

LEEDS MEDICAL GROUP

Mr Brian Bentley, Principal of the School of
Radiography,

General Infirmary, Belmont Grove,

Leeds LS2 9NS

animals in biomedical research, ethical
aspects of HIV infection and AIDS, and
medical and nursing education. The insti-
tute’s current research programme includes
studies of decision-making in neonatal care
and in the care of the elderly. Its research
unit, based in Edinburgh, works in collabo-
ration with multdisciplinary working par-

LEICESTER MEDICAL GROUP

Dr R K McKinley,

Department of General Practice,
University of Leicester,
Leicester General Hospital,
Gwendolen Road,

Leicester LE5 4PW

LIVERPOOL MEDICAL GROUP
Department of General Practice,
Liverpool University, PO Box 147,
Liverpool L69 3BX

LONDON

THE UNITED MEDICAL ETHICS GROUP (GUY’S
AND ST THOMAS’S HOSPITALS)

Dr Graham Clayden,

Reader in Paediatrics,

St Thomas’s Hospital,

Lambeth Palace Road,

London SK1 7EH

THE ROYAL FREE ETHICS GROUPS
Dr Margaret Lloyd,

Department of Public Health and
Primary Care, The Royal Free
Hospital School of Medicine,
Pond Street,

London NW3 2PF

ST GEORGE’S MEDICAL GROUP

Dr N Eastman,

St George’s Hospital Medical School,
London SW17 ORE

ST MARY S HOSPITAL ETHICS FORUM
Jane Tessier-Denham,

St Mary’s Hospital Ethics Forum,
St Mary’s Hospital Medical School,
Praed Street,

London W2

ties whose membership is drawn from all
parts of the United Kingdom. The research
unit provides information and advice on
current issues in medical ethics to a variety
of academic and health care bodies.
Reports on the institute’s research are regu-
larly published in medical and nursing jour-
nals and by the institute.

MANCHESTER MEDICAL GROUP
Dr Geoffrey Jessup,

27 Oakwood Lane,

Bowden, Altrincham,
Cheshire WA14 3DL

NEWCASTLE MEDICAL GROUP

The Revd Bryan Vernon,

Lecturer in the

Ethics of Health Care, Newcastle
University, Department of Primary Health
Care, School of Health Care Sciences,

The Medical School, Framlington

Place, Newcastle upon Tyne NE2 4HH

NOTTINGHAM MEDICAL ETHICS GROUP
Dr T C O’Dowd,

Department of General Practice,
University Hospital and Medical
School, Clifton Boulevard, Nottingham
NG7 2UH

SOUTHAMPTON MEDICAL GROUP
The Revd T Pinner,
8 Bassett Close, Southampton SO2 3FP

Medical groups associated with the Insti-
tute of Medical Ethics have been estab-
lished in British university teaching
hospitals. Each academic year they arrange
programmes of lectures and symposia on
issues raised by the practice of medicine
which concern other disciplines. Although
these programmes are addressed primarily
to medical, nursing and other hospital stu-
dents they are open to all members of the
medical, nursing and allied professions.
There is no fee for attendance. Lecture lists
are available by direct application to the
appropriate co-ordinating secretary named
above. A stamped addressed A4 envelope
would be appreciated.



