





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Medical Ethics]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Online First
	How do US orthopaedic surgeons view placebo-controlled surgical trials? A pilot online survey study


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Brief report


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      How do US orthopaedic surgeons view placebo-controlled surgical trials? A pilot online survey study
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7221-0697Michael H Bernstein1,2,3, 
	Maayan N Rosenfield1, 
	Charlotte Blease4, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5041-4664Molly Magill1, 
	Richard M Terek5, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-1691-6403Julian Savulescu6,7,8, 
	Francesca L Beaudoin9, 
	Josiah D Rich3,9,10, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4049-2364Karolina Wartolowska11

	[bookmark: aff-1]1School of Public Health, Brown University, Center for Alcohol & Addiction Studies, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

	[bookmark: aff-2]2Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University, Department of Diagnostic Imaging, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

	[bookmark: aff-3]3Rhode Island Hospital, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

	[bookmark: aff-4]4General Medicine, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA, USA

	[bookmark: aff-5]5Department of Orthopaedics, Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

	[bookmark: aff-6]6Centre for Biomedical Ethics, Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, National University of Singapore, Singapore

	[bookmark: aff-7]7Murdoch Children’s Research Institute, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-8]8Melbourne Law School, Carlton, Victoria, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-9]9Department of Epidemiology, School of Public Health, Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

	[bookmark: aff-10]10The Miriam Hospital, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

	[bookmark: aff-11]11Nuffield Department of Clinical Neurosciences, University of Oxford, Oxford, UK


	Correspondence to Dr Michael H Bernstein, Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University, Department of Diagnostic Imaging, Providence, RI 02912, USA; michael_bernstein{at}brown.edu




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Randomised placebo-controlled trials (RPCTs) are the gold standard for evaluating novel treatments. However, this design is rarely used in the context of orthopaedic interventions where participants are assigned to a real or placebo surgery. The present study examines attitudes towards RPCTs for orthopaedic surgery among 687 orthopaedic surgeons across the USA. When presented with a vignette describing an RPCT for orthopaedic surgery, 52.3% of participants viewed it as ‘completely’ or ‘mostly’ unethical. Participants were also asked to rank-order the value of five different types of evidence supporting the efficacy of a surgery, ranging from RPCT to an anecdotal report. Responses regarding RPCTs were polarised with 26.4% viewing it as the least valuable (even less valuable than an anecdote) and 35.7 .% viewing it as the most valuable. Where equipoise exists, if we want to subject orthopaedic surgeries to the highest standard of evidence (RPCTs) before they are implemented in clinical practice, it will be necessary to educate physicians on the value and ethics of placebo surgery control conditions. Otherwise, invasive procedures may be performed without any benefits beyond possible placebo effects.
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