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	Care of the Dying Patient
	Decision-making

Primi Ranola and James Kirkpatrick call for a change in the way we manage cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). They recommend an approach that is specifically tailored to each individual, where persons will be asked to include in their advance directive precise and detailed information in case they would undergo CPR in the future. Such information will include their wishes regarding whether to be coded, which methods to be employed during the code, the maximal duration of the code, etc. The authors conclude, “…a tailored approach to resuscitation, with a clear recommendation from the provider, based on both the clinical picture and what can be gleaned from the patient's values, would likely both support autonomous decision-making and avoid at least some unnecessary irrational resuscitative measures…”.1
Consider the following scenario. You go to see your primary care physician, and together you decide to draft some sort of advance directive. The physician first asks if you would want to be resuscitated, to which you reply “yes, of course.” Next, she asks if you would want your relatives to be present during CPR, to which you reply, “yes, of course.”2 She types in your … 
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