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    Abstract

In their recent article, Erbay et al considered whether a seriously injured patient should be able to refuse treatment if the refusal was based on a (mis)interpretation of religious doctrine. They argued that in such a case ‘what is important…is whether the teaching or philosophy used as a reference point has been in fact correctly perceived’ (p 653). If it has not been, they asserted that this eroded the patient's capacity to make an autonomous decision and that therefore, in such cases, it is the role of the healthcare professional (HCP) to ‘assist patients to think more clearly and rationally’ (p 653). There are, however, a number of problems with the reasons why Erbay et al suggest we should help patients to rationalise their decisions and how HCPs should go about this. In this article, the author explores some of their main arguments regarding consent and rationality (particularly in relation to religious beliefs), as well as Erbay et al's normative claim that HCPs have an obligation to promote autonomy by helping patients to come to a ‘rational’ decision. Ultimately, the author agrees that the (temporary) solution to the dilemma presented in this scenario (which was to insert an intravenous cannula into the patient in order to allow an infusion of fluids in the event that he changed his mind) seemed both pragmatic and ethically permissible. However, it is suggested that the arguments which underpin this conclusion in Erbay et al's article are largely unsound.


	Consent
	treatment refusal
	religious beliefs
	rationality
	allocation of organs/tissues
	applied and professional ethics
	autonomy
	donation/procurement of organs/tissues
	religious ethics




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2011-100079

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Consent
	treatment refusal
	religious beliefs
	rationality
	allocation of organs/tissues
	applied and professional ethics
	autonomy
	donation/procurement of organs/tissues
	religious ethics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Competing interests None.

	

Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Clinical ethicsShould religious beliefs be allowed to stonewall a secular approach to withdrawing and withholding treatment in children?

Joe Brierley
Jim Linthicum
Andy Petros


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 573-577   Published Online First:  30 Mar 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2011-100104 



	Clinical ethicsIf you ask the wrong question, you'll get the wrong answer

Charles Foster


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 578-578   Published Online First:  13 Aug 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100682 



	Clinical ethicsCultural sensitivity in paediatrics

Gregory L Bock


Journal of Medical Ethics 2013; 39 579-581   Published Online First:  26 Apr 2013. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100716 



	Clinical ethicsWhen they believe in miracles

Steve Clarke


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 582-583   Published Online First:  13 Aug 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100677 



	Clinical ethicsJust dying: the futility of futility

Julian Savulescu


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 583-584   Published Online First:  13 Aug 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100683 



	Clinical ethicsReligious red herrings

Mark Sheehan


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 585-586   Published Online First:  13 Aug 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100676 



	The concise argumentWithholding artificial nutrition and hydration

Imogen Goold


Journal of Medical Ethics 2013; 39 541-542   Published Online First:  19 Aug 2013. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2013-101745 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	A case study from the perspective of medical ethics: refusal of treatment in an ambulanceHasan Erbay et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2010

	Jehovah’s Witnesses in the emergency department: what are their rights?S Woolley, Emergency Medicine Journal, 2005

	The role of religious beliefs in ethics committee consultations for conflict over life-sustaining treatmentJulia I Bandini et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	Methods and principles in biomedical ethicsT L Beauchamp, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2003

	Physicians’ evaluations of patients’ decisions to refuse oncological treatmentT van Kleffens et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2005

	Children of Jehovah’s Witnesses and adolescent Jehovah’s Witnesses: what are their rights?S Woolley, Archives of Disease in Childhood, 2005

	Discussing results of patient-reported outcome measures (PROMs) between patients and healthcare professionals in routine dialysis care: a qualitative studyEsmee M van der Willik et al., BMJ Open, 2022

	Personal values and cancer treatment refusalMarli Huijer et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2000

	Management of patients with an advance decision and suicidal behaviour: a systematic reviewRebecca Nowland et al., BMJ Open, 2019

	Disfigured anatomies and imperfect analogies: body integrity identity disorder and the supposed right to self-demanded amputation of healthy body partsD Patrone, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2009




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


