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In an accompanying feature article, Parker argued that general practitioners should support efforts by the National Health Service to reduce greenhouse gases by avoiding metered-dose inhalers and by prescribing similarly effective inhalers with smaller carbon footprints.1 He also argued that patients are not morally justified in declining to use dry powder inhalers which do not contain greenhouse gases and when judged to be readily available and similarly effective, unless, when patients resist that option, their trust in the professional relationship is undermined.1 Prescribers should, therefore, take account of factors not only concerning the benefits and costs to individual patients including the strength of the professional relationship, but broader social considerations including potential effects on climate change and planetary health.
In this commentary, I present three additional factors to broaden the context of Parker’s excellent analysis. The first is that a discussion with patients on the effects of various forms of inhalers on the environment may bring to their attention the seriousness of anthropogenic climate change and open opportunities … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Barriers to green inhaler prescribing: ethical issues in environmentally sustainable clinical practiceJoshua Parker, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2022

	Costs of switching to low global warming potential inhalers. An economic and carbon footprint analysis of NHS prescription data in EnglandAlexander J K Wilkinson et al., BMJ Open, 2019

	Why understanding food choice is crucial to transform food systems for human and planetary healthKrystal K Rampalli et al., BMJ Global Health, 2023

	Physicians’ duty to climate protection as an expression of their professional identity: a defence from Korsgaard’s neo-Kantian moral frameworkHenk Jasper van Gils-Schmidt et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2023

	Reductions in inhaler greenhouse gas emissions by addressing care gaps in asthma and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease: an analysisMyriam Gagné et al., BMJ Open Respiratory Research, 2023

	Turning green: the impact of changing to more eco-friendly respiratory healthcare – a carbon and cost analysis of Dutch prescription dataPieter ten Have et al., BMJ Open, 2022

	Towards net zero healthcareRachel Stancliffe et al., BMJ, 2022

	Reducing carbon footprint of inhalers: analysis of climate and clinical implications of different scenarios in five European countriesDaniele Pernigotti et al., BMJ Open Respiratory Research, 2021

	Patient-planetary health co-benefit prescribing in a circumpolar health region: a qualitative study of physician voices from the Northwest Territories, CanadaNicole Redvers et al., BMJ Open, 2024

	Towards net zero: asthma careLaura-Jane E Smith et al., BMJ, 2023




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


