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    Abstract
In this paper, I respond to the criticisms towards my account of the difference in moral status between fetuses and newborns. I show my critics have not adequately argued for their view that pregnant women participate in a parent–child relationship. While an important counterexample is raised against my account, this counterexample had already been dealt with in my original paper. Because the criticisms against my account lack argumentative support, they do not pose a problem for my account. I conclude the raised criticisms do not amount to a stron philosophical case against my account.

	embryos and fetuses
	moral status
	infanticide
	abortion
	philosophical ethics




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2020-106216

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	embryos and fetuses
	moral status
	infanticide
	abortion
	philosophical ethics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors Prabhpal Singh is the Sole Author.

	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent for publication Not required.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	ResponseParental responsibilities and moral status

Bruce Philip Blackshaw
Daniel Rodger


Journal of Medical Ethics 2020; 47 187-188   Published Online First:  06 Apr 2020. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2020-106173 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Fetuses, newborns, & parental responsibilityPrabhpal Singh, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Parental responsibilities and moral statusBruce Philip Blackshaw et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	Infanticide and moral consistencyJeff McMahan, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2013

	Orphans and the relational significance of birth: a response to SinghChristopher A Bobier, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	Subjects of ectogenesis: are ‘gestatelings’ fetuses, newborns or neither?Nick Colgrove, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Dilemma for appeals to the moral significance of birthChristopher A Bobier et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	Orphans cannot be after-birth aborted: a response to BobierPrabhpal Singh, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2022

	Willing mothers: ectogenesis and the role of gestational motherhoodSusan Kennedy, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	Interpretations, perspectives and intentions in surrogate motherhoodLiezl van Zyl et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2000

	Genetic enhancement, post-persons and moral status: a reply to BuchananDavid DeGrazia, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2011




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


