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Decisions regarding life-sustaining medical treatments for young children with profound disabilities can be extremely challenging for families and clinicians. In this study, Brick and colleagues1 surveyed adult residents of the UK about their attitudes regarding withdrawal of treatment using a series of vignettes of infants with varying levels of intellectual and physical disability, based on real and hypothetical cases.1 This is an interesting study on an important topic. We first highlight the limitations of using these survey data to inform public policy and then offer a different interpretation from the authors’ regarding their findings about the value the public appears to place on relational capacity.
The authors asked members of the lay public to interpret a disabled child’s best interest in a series of vignettes. The respondents were 92% white; 59% were atheist or reported no religious affiliation. Though the authors note this lack of diversity as a limitation, we would add that this limitation is particularly problematic in this context. Minority views on this issue may differ significantly from the majority perspective. When the stakes are high (as is the case for questions about withdrawing life-sustaining therapy from infants over parental objections), use of public opinion data to directly inform policy requires, at a minimum, a representative sample reflecting both the true diversity of views within the public and a method to justly account for the alternate views of the minority.
Even if the sampled population were more … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors AW participated in conceptualisation of the project and wrote the first draft of the manuscript. BSW provided input into conceptualisation and on several drafts of the manuscript. DD provided feedback on several drafts of the manuscript. EP provided feedback on several drafts of the manuscript. SS participated in conceptualisation of the project overall and substantial edits to several drafts of the manuscript.

	Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or not-for-profit sectors.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Patient consent for publication Not required.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Feature articleWorth living or worth dying? The views of the general public about allowing disabled children to die

Claudia Brick
Guy Kahane
Dominic Wilkinson
Lucius Caviola
Julian Savulescu


Journal of Medical Ethics 2019; 46 7-15   Published Online First:  15 Oct 2019. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2019-105639 



	CommentaryThe relational threshold: a life that is valued, or a life of value?

Dominic Wilkinson
Claudia Brick
Guy Kahane
Julian Savulescu


Journal of Medical Ethics 2019; 46 24-25   Published Online First:  23 Dec 2019. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2019-106017 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Is it in the best interests of an intellectually disabled infant to die?D Wilkinson, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2006

	Making decisions to limit treatment in life-limiting and life-threatening conditions in children: a framework for practiceVic Larcher et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood, 2015

	Worth living or worth dying? The views of the general public about allowing disabled children to dieClaudia Brick et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	A threshold of significant harm (f)or a viable alternative therapeutic option?Jo Bridgeman, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2018

	Deciding when a life is not worth living: Animperative to measure what mattersMonica E Lemmon, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Don't stop now? How long should resuscitation continue at birth in the absence of a detectable heartbeat?Dominic JC Wilkinson et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood - Fetal and Neonatal Edition, 2015

	Clinic, courtroom or (specialist) committee: in the best interests of the critically Ill child?Richard Huxtable, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2018

	Implementing children's rights and healthGerison Lansdown, Archives of Disease in Childhood, 2000

	The child's interests and the case for the permissibility of male infant circumcisionJoseph Mazor, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2013

	Adolescent autonomy revisited: clinicians need clearer guidanceJoe Brierley et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


