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    Abstract
In his excellent essay, ‘Nudges in a post-truth world’, Neil Levy argues that ‘nudges to reason’, or nudges which aim to make us more receptive to evidence, are morally permissible. A strong argument against the moral permissibility of nudging is that nudges fail to respect the autonomy of the individuals affected by them. Levy argues that nudges to reason do respect individual autonomy, such that the standard autonomy objection fails against nudges to reason. In this paper, I argue that Levy fails to show that nudges to reason respect individual autonomy.

	ethics
	political science
	public policy




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2017-104616

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	ethics
	political science
	public policy



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors GK is the sole author of this work.

	Funding Arts and Humanities Research Council (South, West and Wales Doctoral Training Partnership PhD Studentship).

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Extended essayNudges in a post-truth world

Neil Levy


Journal of Medical Ethics 2017; 43 495-500   Published Online First:  19 May 2017. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2017-104153 



	ResponseNudges to reason: not guilty

Neil Levy


Journal of Medical Ethics 2017; 44 723-723   Published Online First:  18 Nov 2017. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2017-104639 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	The truth behind conscientious objection in medicineNir Ben-Moshe, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Conscientious objection and the referral requirement as morally permissible moral mistakesNathan Emmerich, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2022

	Ethics needs principles—four can encompass the rest—and respect for autonomy should be “first among equals”R Gillon, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2003

	Parental obligation and compelled caesarean section: careful analogies and reliable reasoning about individual casesElselijn Kingma et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	Nudges in a post-truth worldNeil Levy, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	The bioethical principles and Confucius’ moral philosophyD F-C Tsai, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2005

	Guerrilla eugenics: gene drives in heritable human genome editingAsher D Cutter, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2023

	Good parents would not fulfil their obligation to genetically enhance their unborn childrenRyan Tonkens, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2011

	Physician-assisted dying and two senses of an incurable conditionJukka Varelius, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	RightsMoli Paul, Archives of Disease in Childhood, 2007




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


