





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Medical Ethics]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 43, Issue 6 
	Response to Crisp and Sullivan-Bissett


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Commentary


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Response to Crisp and Sullivan-Bissett
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Guy A M Widdershoven1, 
	Andrea Ruissen1,2, 
	Anton J L M van Balkom2, 
	Gerben Meynen2,3

	
1
Department of Medical Humanities, VU University Medical Center, Amsterdam, The Netherlands


	
2
Department of Psychiatry, GGZ inGeest, Amsterdam, The Netherlands


	
3
Department of Law, Tilburg University, Tilburg, The Netherlands



	Correspondence to
 Professor Guy A M Widdershoven, Department of Medical Humanities, VU University Medical Center, Amsterdam 1081 BT, The Netherlands; g.widdershoven{at}vumc.nl





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2016-103631

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Ethics

We thank the commentators very much for their reaction to our article.1 We appreciate the theoretical issues they raised concerning the approaches to competence, as well as their discussion of the cases we have presented.
In some cases of mental illness, for example, in severe dementia or paranoid delusions, the line between competence and incompetence is not very difficult to draw. However, in clinical practice healthcare professionals may encounter cases where the line becomes less clear, and the criteria commonly used do not seem to cover the specific problems the patients encounter when deciding about their treatment. This appears to be particularly true for cases of chronic mental illness. Previously, Tan et al pointed at the limits of the cognitive model in patients with anorexia nervosa.2 In our study, we looked deeper into decision-making in obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) patients, in order to articulate the challenges, they face when deciding about treatment options. We suggest that in such cases neither the cognitive nor the emotions or values approach enable us to really grasp how competence may be challenged—and supported—in these patients. We propose a practical wisdom approach to competence as an alternative. In what follows, we respond to Crisp and Sullivan-Bissett's thoughtful comments in some detail.
Crisp3 defends a cognitive approach, emphasising that competence requires the ability to reason. In his interpretation of the case of Mary, he argues that her expression that she was ‘fed up’ with treatment can be … 
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