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    Abstract
We describe a number of conscientious objection cases in a liberal Western democracy. These cases strongly suggest that the typical conscientious objector does not object to unreasonable, controversial professional services—involving torture, for instance—but to the provision of professional services that are both uncontroversially legal and that patients are entitled to receive. We analyse the conflict between these patients' access rights and the conscientious objection accommodation demanded by monopoly providers of such healthcare services. It is implausible that professionals who voluntarily join a profession should be endowed with a legal claim not to provide services that are within the scope of the profession's practice and that society expects them to provide. We discuss common counterarguments to this view and reject all of them.

	Conscientious Objection
	Abortion
	Suicide/Assisted Suicide
	Euthanasia




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2016-103560

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Conscientious Objection
	Abortion
	Suicide/Assisted Suicide
	Euthanasia



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	JusticeUnit 731 and moral repair

Doug Hickey
Scarllet SiJia Li
Celia Morrison
Richard Schulz
Michelle Thiry
Kelly Sorensen


Journal of Medical Ethics 2016; 43 270-276   Published Online First:  21 Mar 2016. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-103177 



	ResponseResponse to: ‘Why medical professionals have no moral claim to conscientious objection accommodation in liberal democracies’ by Schuklenk and Smalling

Shimon M Glick
Alan Jotkowitz


Journal of Medical Ethics 2016; 43 248-249   Published Online First:  06 Sep 2016. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2016-103670 



	ResponseSelling conscience short: a response to Schuklenk and Smalling on conscientious objections by medical professionals

Jocelyn Maclure
Isabelle Dumont


Journal of Medical Ethics 2016; 43 241-244   Published Online First:  28 Sep 2016. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2016-103903 



	ResponseResponse to: ‘Why medical professionals have no moral claim to conscientious objection accommodation in liberal democracies’ by Schuklenk and Smalling

Richard John Lyus


Journal of Medical Ethics 2016; 43 250-252   Published Online First:  16 Aug 2016. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2016-103643 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	The truth behind conscientious objection in medicineNir Ben-Moshe, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Questionable benefits and unavoidable personal beliefs: defending conscientious objection for abortionBruce Philip Blackshaw et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Against the accommodation of subjective healthcare provider beliefs in medicine: counteracting supporters of conscientious objector accommodation argumentsRicardo Smalling et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	The Market View on conscientious objection: overvaluedRobert F Card, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Selling conscience short: a response to Schuklenk and Smalling on conscientious objections by medical professionalsJocelyn Maclure et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	The need for feasible compromises on conscientious objection: response to CardAaron J Ancell et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Toward accommodating physicians’ conscientious objections: an argument for public disclosureThomas D Harter, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2014

	The BMA's guidance on conscientious objection may be contrary to human rights lawJohn Olusegun Adenitire, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	Further clarity on cooperation and moralityDavid S Oderberg, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	Response to: ‘Why medical professionals have no moral claim to conscientious objection accommodation in liberal democracies’ by Schuklenk and SmallingRichard John Lyus, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


