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Obituary

Lord Amulree, first President of the Society for the
Study of Medical Ethics

Lord Amuiree, who was the first President of the Society for the Study of
Medical Ethics, died on the 15th of December 1983 at the age of 83. As a
consultant physician at University College Hospital, London he had *
played a leading role in the development of geriatric medicine.

Basil William Sholto Mackenzie was born on 25th July 1900 and was
educated at Lancing, Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge and at
University College Hospital, London, where he qualified in 1925. He
joined the Ministry of Health in 1936 and returned to clinical medicine in
1949 when he was appointed physician in charge of the newly formed
geriatric department at UCH, remaining there until his retirement in
1966. 4'
Lord Amulree was a liberal by nature, with a wide social concern which found expression in his membership

of the Liberal Party for which he was chief whip in the House of Lords for 22 years, until 1977. He succeeded
to his father's title in 1942 and was appointed KBE in 1977.

Lord Amulree became the first President of the Society for the Study of Medical Ethics in 1974, an office
he still held at the time of his death. The society was founded in 1972, as a development ofthe London Medical
Group (LMG), a student organisation set up in 1963 to sponsor, in the twelve London teaching hospitals, the
study of issues raised by the practice of medicine which concern other disciplines. Lord Amulree was
Chairman of the Governing Body from 1967 to 1982.
He was committed not only to multidisciplinary studies, but also to the greatest possible role for students

in the development of the study of medical ethics. It is not surprising therefore that when he was approached
in 1963 to be president of the London Medical Group, he refused, suggesting that a student president might
carry more weight. As a result a medical student became the first president of the LMG. Lord Amulree was
a notable figure at LMG annual conferences for almost 20 years. His enthusiasm for the medical groups never
declined; he perceived them to be by far the most important part of the society's work, as some of his speeches
in the House of Lords testify.
He gave constant support to the Director, not only by ensuring the involvement of a wide cross-section of

doctors, members of other disciplines and of students, but also in the constant search for funds. Indeed it was
a letter signed by Lord Amulree (Pain-killing is not euthanasia, The Times 3 Feb 1973) which attracted the
attention of Mr Ernest Kleinwort and Sir Cyril Kleinwort, the merchant bankers, and made possible the
publication of the Journal ofMedical Ethics.
Not the least of his contributions was his insistence on a fixed time for the ending of all meetings, a

characteristic now firmly associated with the London Medical Group.
It is doubtful whether the development ofthe study ofmedical ethics in the UK would have taken its present

course had it not been for the interest and guidance of Sholto Amulree.
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