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Founded in 1976, the Journal is now published by D. Reidel Publishing
Company and sponsored by the Kennedy Institute of Ethics. The
Journal of Medicine and Philosophy explores the shared themes and
concerns of philosophy and the medical sciences. Not since Galen’s
time has the contact between medicine and philosophy been so wide-
spread; the Journal seeks to meet the challenge of this dialogue by
providing a forum for philosophers, medical practitioners, educationists,
and humanists to examine the problems and controversies stimulated
by the engagement of these two disciplines.

The range of issues having philosophical import for medical research
and practise is enormous. New developments in medical technology
and expertise frequently create scientific and humanistic dilemmas,
and medical decision making always involves philosophical presupposi-
tions. Moreover, the concerns of philosophy often converge with those
of medicine, as philosophers attempt to understand the nature of
knowledge and the human condition. The purpose of the Journal is
to analyze this multifaceted relationship and to raise its discussion
to a responsible and intellectually rigorous level.
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