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    Abstract

        In many Western jurisdictions cannabis, unlike most other psychoactive drugs, cannot be prescribed to patients even in cases where medical professionals believe that it would ease the patient’s pain or anxiety. The reasons for this prohibition are mostly ideological, although medical and moral arguments have been formulated to support it. In this paper, it is argued that freedom, properly understood, provides a sound ethical reason to allow the use of cannabis in medicine. Scientific facts, appeals to harm and autonomy, and considerations of symbolic value cannot consistently justify prohibitions.

      
	cannabis
	marijuana
	freedom
	autonomy
	medicine




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.2002.001347

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	cannabis
	marijuana
	freedom
	autonomy
	medicine



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Symposium on drugsDrugs symposium: introduction

R E Ashcroft


Journal of Medical Ethics 2004; 30 332-332   Published Online First:  02 Aug 2004. doi: 10.1136/jme.2004.009589 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Medical Marijuana and Opioids (MEMO) Study: protocol of a longitudinal cohort study to examine if medical cannabis reduces opioid use among adults with chronic painChinazo O Cunningham et al., BMJ Open, 2020

	Medical cannabis or cannabinoids for chronic pain: a clinical practice guidelineJason W Busse et al., BMJ, 2021

	Long-term and serious harms of medical cannabis and cannabinoids for chronic pain: a systematic review of non-randomised studiesDena Zeraatkar et al., BMJ Open, 2022

	ASRA Pain Medicine consensus guidelines on the management of the perioperative patient on cannabis and cannabinoidsShalini Shah et al., Regional Anesthesia & Pain Medicine, 2023

	Values and preferences towards medical cannabis among people living with chronic pain: a mixed-methods systematic reviewLinan Zeng et al., BMJ Open, 2021

	Prescribing medical cannabis: ethical considerations for primary care providersAaron Glickman et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Effects of medical and non-medical cannabis use in older adults: protocol for a scoping reviewDianna Wolfe et al., BMJ Open, 2020

	Cigarette dependence is more prevalent and increasing among US adolescents and adults who use cannabis, 2002–2019Andrea H Weinberger et al., Tobacco Control, 2021

	Perioperative cannabis use: a longitudinal study of associated clinical characteristics and surgical outcomesJenna McAfee et al., Regional Anesthesia & Pain Medicine, 2020

	Association of cannabis use with patient-reported pain measures among adults with chronic pain in US states with medical cannabis programsMark C Bicket et al., Regional Anesthesia & Pain Medicine, 2023




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


