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    	Ethics

Schuklenk and van de Vathorst (henceforth “the authors”) make the following starting assumption, which I will accept: that it is ethically permissible for doctors to assist suicide and it is permissible for those competent patients with terminal somatic diseases (such as inoperable stage IV cancer) or non-terminal but untreatable debilitating diseases (such as motor neuron disease, MND) to be assisted in their suicide.1 Given these assumptions, there is a question about whether treatment-resistant major depressive disorder (henceforth ‘clinical depression’) is sufficiently similar to MND to qualify for assisted suicide: the authors think yes, I think no.
The first and most obvious problem concerns competence. With cancer and MND that do not affect the brain, the disease does not directly undermine competence. With depression, there is always an initial question about competence and about authenticity. Does the disease distort their judgement about the world, about the future and about themselves in that world? Are the depressed person's wishes authentic in expressing their long and deeply-held beliefs and desires about the world and about themselves? The authors claim that the data is ambiguous, and therefore, clinically depressed patients should be presumed competent and their suicidal request should be granted. I would draw exactly the opposite conclusion: … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Correction notice This article has been corrected since it was published Online First. The title of this paper has changed.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Feature articleTreatment-resistant major depressive disorder and assisted dying

Udo Schuklenk
Suzanne van de Vathorst


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 577-583   Published Online First:  02 May 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2014-102458 



	CommentaryEqual in the presence of death?

Agata Sagan


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 584-584   Published Online First:  10 Jun 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-102810 



	End of lifeCan physicians conceive of performing euthanasia in case of psychiatric disease, dementia or being tired of living?

Eva Elizabeth Bolt
Marianne C Snijdewind
Dick L Willems
Agnes van der Heide
Bregje D Onwuteaka-Philipsen


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 592-598   Published Online First:  18 Feb 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2014-102150 



	CommentaryChoosing death in depression: a commentary on ‘Treatment-resistant major depressive disorder and assisted dying’

Matthew R Broome
Angharad de Cates


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 586-587   Published Online First:  22 Jun 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-102812 



	CommentaryWhy extra caution is needed in the case of depressed patients

Govert den Hartogh


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 588-589   Published Online First:  25 Jun 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-102814 



	CommentaryTreatment-resistant major depressive disorder and assisted dying: response to comments

Udo Schuklenk
Suzanne van de Vathorst


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 589-591   Published Online First:  02 Jul 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-102966 



	The concise argumentSafeguarding choice at the end of life

Dominic Wilkinson


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 575-576   Published Online First:  24 Jul 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-102990 



	Current controversyPhysician-assisted death does not violate professional integrity

Udo Schuklenk
Suzanne van de Vathorst


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 887-888   Published Online First:  09 Oct 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-103094 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Treatment-resistant major depressive disorder and assisted dyingUdo Schuklenk et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Physician-assisted dying and two senses of an incurable conditionJukka Varelius, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	Choosing death in depression: a commentary on ‘Treatment-resistant major depressive disorder and assisted dying’Matthew R Broome et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Making a case for the inclusion of refractory and severe mental illness as a sole criterion for Canadians requesting medical assistance in dying (MAiD): a reviewAnees Bahji et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2021

	Externalist argument against medical assistance in dying for psychiatric illnessHane Htut Maung, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2022

	Prevalence of depression and anxiety in patients requesting physicians’ aid in dying: cross sectional surveyLinda Ganzini et al., BMJ, 2008

	What a neurologist should know about depression in Parkinson’s diseaseMonique H M Timmer et al., Practical Neurology, 2017

	Treatment-resistant depression and physician-assisted deathFranklin G MIller, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Discussing suicidality with depressed patients: an observational study in Dutch sentinel general practicesElke Elzinga et al., BMJ Open, 2019

	Treatment-resistant major depressive disorder and assisted dying: response to commentsUdo Schuklenk et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


