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    Abstract
Michael Blake holds that liberal states are precluded from introducing compulsory medical service to improve access to health care under conditions of critical health worker shortage. “Emergency circumstances” are the only exception when the suspension of liberty may be justified. I argue that there are three problems with Blake's emergency justification of compulsory service. First, his concept of emergency is vague. Second, his account does not really rely on emergency as much as liberty. Third, his conception of permissible restrictions of liberty is too narrow. I argue that liberties may be limited to some degree, temporarily, for the sake of attaining the capacities necessary for the exercise of liberties and for safeguarding the social conditions of the right to health. I conclude that in poor societies, temporarily delaying emigration through a highly qualified compulsory medical service can sometimes be justified.

	Health Workforce
	International Migration of Health Professionals
	Political Philosophy
	Public Health Ethics




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2015-103163

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Health Workforce
	International Migration of Health Professionals
	Political Philosophy
	Public Health Ethics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Author meets criticsWhat should be done to address losses associated with ‘medical brain drain’?

Gillian Brock
Michael Blake


Journal of Medical Ethics 2016; 43 558-559   Published Online First:  19 Apr 2016. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2015-103150 



	Author meets criticsOn emergencies and emigration: how (not) to justify compulsory medical service

Michael Blake


Journal of Medical Ethics 2016; 43 566-567   Published Online First:  20 Apr 2016. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2016-103493 



	Author meets criticsRelevant evidence, reasonable policy and the right to emigrate

Gillian Brock


Journal of Medical Ethics 2016; 43 568-570   Published Online First:  11 May 2016. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2016-103521 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	On emergencies and emigration: how (not) to justify compulsory medical serviceMichael Blake, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	Empirical Bioethics and the Health ‘Brain-Drain’: a qualitative study of the experiential and ethical landscape of compulsory community service for a group of South African doctorsCaitlin Victoria Gardiner, Medical Humanities, 2022

	Identifying and managing deprivation of liberty in adults in England and WalesWilliam J Cutter et al., BMJ, 2011

	Relevant evidence, reasonable policy and the right to emigrateGillian Brock, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	Decolonising human rights: how intellectual property laws result in unequal access to the COVID-19 vaccineSharifah Sekalala et al., BMJ Global Health, 2021

	Ethics of selective restriction of liberty in a pandemicJames Cameron et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2021

	The missing evidence in favour of restricting emigrationJavier S Hidalgo, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	Good medical ethics, justice and provincial globalismJennifer Prah Ruger, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Human rights and HIV: rhetoric or determinants?Kati Hinman et al., BMJ Global Health, 2023

	Ethical issues in funding research and development of drugs for neglected tropical diseasesL Oprea et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2009




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


