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    Abstract
The ethics of health incentive research—a form of public health research—are not well developed, and concerns of justice have been least examined. In this paper, we explore what potential long term harms in relation to justice may occur as a result of such research and whether they should be considered as part of its ethical evaluation. ‘Long term harms’ are defined as harms that contribute to existing systematic patterns of disadvantage for groups. Their effects are experienced on a long term basis, persisting even once an incentive research project ends. We will first establish that three categories of such harms potentially arise as a result of health incentive interventions. We then argue that the risk of these harms also constitutes a morally relevant consideration for health incentive research and suggest who may be responsible for assessing and mitigating these risks. We propose that responsibility should be assigned on the basis of who initiates health incentive research projects. Finally, we briefly describe possible strategies to prevent or mitigate the risk of long term harms to members of disadvantaged groups, which can be employed during the design, conduct and dissemination of research projects.

	Behavioural Research
	Distributive Justice
	Policy Guidelines/Inst. Review Boards/Review Cttes.
	Public Health Ethics
	Research Ethics




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2015-103332

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Behavioural Research
	Distributive Justice
	Policy Guidelines/Inst. Review Boards/Review Cttes.
	Public Health Ethics
	Research Ethics



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Contributors Both authors meet all four required criteria: substantial contributions to the conception or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis or interpretation of data for the work; and drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and final approval of the version to be published; and agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved. VW had the idea for the paper and wrote the first draft.

	Funding Australian National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) Early Career Sidney Sax Public Health Overseas Fellowship, 1052346. The research leading to this paper has received funding from the European Union's Seventh Framework Programme FP7/2007-2013 under Grant Agreement no. 602386 Credits4Health.

	Disclaimer The contents of this article are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not reflect the views of the NHMRC.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	EditorialIntroduction: Special Issue on the Ethics of Incentives in Healthcare

Anca Gheaus
Verina Wild


Journal of Medical Ethics 2017; 43 138-139   Published Online First:  22 Feb 2017. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2016-104127 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Justice: a key consideration in health policy and systems research ethicsBridget Pratt et al., BMJ Global Health, 2020

	Features of alcohol harm reduction advertisements that most motivate reduced drinking among adults: an advertisement response studyMelanie A Wakefield et al., BMJ Open, 2017

	Is there a place for intra-articular corticosteroid injections in the treatment of knee osteoarthritis?John W Orchard, BMJ, 2020

	Research for Health Justice: an ethical framework linking global health research to health equityBridget Pratt, BMJ Global Health, 2021

	The nature and ethics of natural experimentsAngus Dawson et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Disease-modifying therapies for multiple sclerosisFloriana De Angelis et al., BMJ, 2018

	Health systems research in burn care: an evidence gap mapVikash Ranjan Keshri et al., Injury Prevention, 2023

	Making research ethics work for global health: towards a more agile and collaborative approachSreeparna Chattopadhyay et al., BMJ Global Health, 2023

	Too poor to say no? Health incentives for disadvantaged populationsKristin Voigt, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	Limits to research risksF G Miller et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2009




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


