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    Abstract
Trials using children as subjects are much more problematic from an informed consent perspective than trials on competent adults, although the ‘therapeutic misconception’ is a central concern in both. The role of famous experiments and the use of one individual's experience to designate and justify a whole category of research have always threatened to undermine the validity of informed consent to research by making it seem to be a validated therapy. In research, the unintended consequence of ‘naming’ based on goals (‘cure’) or specific individuals (like the Mississippi Baby) tends to subvert informed consent when the famous case is a ‘success’, and to prematurely end a line of research if the named subject dies. Names, including the Mississippi Baby, Barney Clark, Baby Fae and even Martin Delaney, are more suggestive of fantasy than science. The word ‘cure’ should not be used in obtaining consent for HIV ‘cure trials’, and names of people involved in past experiments should be avoided in the informed consent process. These two modest proposals should reduce the risks of the therapeutic misconception in ‘cure research’.

	Informed Consent
	Research Ethics
	Children
	HIV Infection and AIDS
	Research on Special Populations




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2015-103121

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Informed Consent
	Research Ethics
	Children
	HIV Infection and AIDS
	Research on Special Populations



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases.

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	An activist's argument that participant values should guide risk–benefit ratio calculations in HIV cure researchDavid Evans, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2017

	Could cancer research hold the key to a cure for HIV?Sophie Cousins, BMJ, 2017

	The benefit/risk ratio challenge in clinical research, and the case of HIV cure: an introductionNir Eyal, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	Why cure, why now?Daniel R Kuritzkes, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	When to start paediatric testing of the adult HIV cure research agenda?Seema K Shah, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	Uterus transplantation: ethical and regulatory challengesKavita Shah Arora et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2013

	Are patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis at risk of a therapeutic misconception?Scott YH Kim et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	Informed consent to HIV cure researchDanielle Bromwich et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	How to keep high-risk studies ethical: classifying candidate solutionsNir Eyal, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2016

	Informed consent in clinical research in France: assessment and factors associated with therapeutic misconceptionI S Durand-Zaleski et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2008




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


