





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: Journal of Medical Ethics]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	JME Commentaries



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 42, Issue 2 
	In defence of medical tribunals and the reasonability standard for conscientious objection in medicine


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Reproductive ethics


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Response


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      In defence of medical tribunals and the reasonability standard for conscientious objection in medicine
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Robert F Card1,2

	
1Department of Philosophy, SUNY-Oswego, Oswego, New York, USA

	
2Department of Medical Humanities and Bioethics, University of Rochester Medical Center, Rochester, New York, USA


	Correspondence to
 Dr Robert F Card, Department of Philosophy, SUNY-Oswego, 212 Campus Center, Oswego, NY 13126, USA; robert.card7{at}gmail.com





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2015-103037

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	Abortion
	Conscientious Objection
	Professional - Professional Relationship
	Philosophy of Medicine

Cowley1 has recently objected to the idea of using a medical tribunal to make determinations regarding conscientious objections and has criticised using reasonability as a standard for any such tribunal. In prior work, I defend the view that in order for a conscientious objection in medicine to properly generate an exemption, the objector must state the reasons supporting the refusal and allow the grounding reasons and the objection to be subject to evaluation in terms of reasonability.2 Furthermore, I have suggested that this Reasonability View on conscientious objection can be carried out as a policy by establishing conscientious objector (CO) status within medicine; these matters could be adjudicated by a committee or tribunal similar to how determinations of military CO status are made in the USA.3 I argue that Cowley's discussion sells the idea of medical tribunals short and illustrates serious misunderstandings regarding how the reasonability standard should be deployed in practice.
The disanalogy between the UK and USA regarding abortion
Cowley focuses his discussion of medical tribunals specifically on abortion in the UK. He does not aim to take a stance on the morality of abortion nor does he wish to adopt a general position on the permissibility of conscientious objection in medicine. Furthermore, he assumes that a particular provider's refusal does not interfere with a pregnant woman's access to abortion services provided by a willing practitioner. Finally, Cowley notes the lack of political debate about abortion in the UK, stating the following regarding the Abortion Law that made abortion legal: “Since the Act became law in 1967, it has been tweaked but never seriously challenged in Parliament or in the press.”4 Cowley's aim is to criticise medical tribunals as a general notion and to defend the status quo wherein providers’ objections are not scrutinised in any way, yet his treatment involves a serious … 
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