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A key objective of Saviour Siblings was to begin a conversation about how we should approach the welfare of the child in the context of selective reproduction. I am very grateful to the journal and my critics for the opportunity to continue this conversation. By viewing the welfare of the child to be born through a relational lens, I challenge the prevailing orthodoxy surrounding questions of harm, benefit and moral obligation. I will address the questions raised by Stephen Wilkinson and Colin Gavaghan on these issues shortly.
I would first like to deal with the primary question raised by Emily Jackson about whether my relational model differs in practice from the ‘significant harm’ approach in the UK. The overarching purpose of my book is to propose a normative framework for regulating decision-making in the ethically complex and emotionally fraught area of selective reproduction. While I agree with Jackson that protecting the child's ‘basic interests’ within my relational model provides a similar threshold level of protection to the UK ‘significant harm’ test,i this is not the focus of my book.
My relational model is designed to accommodate the ‘conflict, confluence and confusion of interests’ within families seeking selective reproductionii more effectively than one centred on the interests of the child to be born (even one that recognises the child's interests are influenced by family outcomes). The aim of my devolved and collaborative decision-making model is to actively support patients to make the best decisions for their own families and according to their own values in an ethically complex area. I introduce the notion of collective family interests less as a test to determine whether selecting a saviour sibling is acceptable than to provide a clear ethical foundation on which to base the decision-making process.
For decisions such as saviour … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.

	↵i My threshold extends beyond harm to address Kantian concerns about commodification.
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	↵v Ibid 87, 90.

	↵vi Ibid 82.

	↵vii Ibid 103.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Author meets critics: responseSummary of Saviour Siblings

Michelle Taylor-Sands


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 926-926   Published Online First:  06 Feb 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2014-102603 



	Author meets critics: responseDo we need an alternative ‘relational approach’ to saviour siblings?

Stephen Wilkinson


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 927-928   Published Online First:  09 Mar 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2014-102604 



	Author meets critics: responseA response to Saviour Siblings: A Relational Approach to the Welfare of the Child in Selective Reproduction

Emily Jackson


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 929-930   Published Online First:  20 Mar 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2014-102606 



	Author meets critics: responseSaviour siblings: no avoiding the hard questions

Colin Gavaghan


Journal of Medical Ethics 2015; 41 931-932   Published Online First:  30 Apr 2015. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2014-102605 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Britain’s new preimplantation tissue typing policy: an ethical defenceN R Ram, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2006

	Establishing the role of pre-implantation genetic diagnosis with human leucocyte antigen typing: what place do “saviour siblings” have in paediatric transplantation?G N Samuel et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood, 2008

	Do we need an alternative ‘relational approach’ to saviour siblings?Stephen Wilkinson, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	A relational approach to saviour siblings?Michael J Selgelid, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Should selecting saviour siblings be banned?S Sheldon et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2004

	Children who benefit familiesMatthew Formstone et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood, 2023

	Preimplantation HLA typing: having children to save our loved onesK Devolder, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2005

	Sex selection for social purposes in Israel: quest for the “perfect child” of a particular gender or centuries old prejudice against women?R Landau, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2008

	Preimplantation genetic diagnosis and rational choice under risk or uncertaintyTomasz Żuradzki, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2014

	“Saviour siblings”M Spriggs et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2002




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


