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The VOICES study involved at least one radical move in the decades-old debates about attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) diagnosis and stimulant drug treatments: to systematically investigate young people's perspectives and experiences so that these could be included as evidence in social, ethical and policy deliberations about the benefits and risks of these interventions. The findings reported in this article were both surprising and unsurprising to us as researchers. We were surprised at the consistency of children's positive responses to stimulant medication, and at the robustness of the experience of increased capacity for moral agency with medication. We were unsurprised (having conducted prior research with young people) at the insights many young people have into their own behaviours and that of others.

I am hopeful that the perspectives of children reported in this article will inspire a fresh public conversation about the ethics of stimulant drug treatments, as well as further research with children. In order to believe that children's perspectives add something new and valuable to the social discourse, one must first view children as capable of reliably reporting their own experiences as part of a well-designed research study. It seems that Steven Rose does … 



  













View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	

Competing interests None.

	

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Feature articleNot robots: children's perspectives on authenticity, moral agency and stimulant drug treatments

Ilina Singh


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 359-366   Published Online First:  28 Aug 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2011-100224 



	ResponseAccepting a helping hand can be the right thing to do

Arthur Caplan


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 367-368   Published Online First:  01 Sep 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100879 



	CommentaryMight stimulant drugs support moral agency in ADHD children?

Steven Edward Hyman


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 369-370   Published Online First:  21 Sep 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100846 



	CommentaryCommentary on Singh: Not Robots: children's perspectives on authenticity, moral agency and stimulant drug treatments

Steven Rose


Journal of Medical Ethics 2012; 39 371-371   Published Online First:  09 Nov 2012. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2012-100961 



	The concise argumentADHD and stimulant drug treatment: what can the children teach us?

Alexandre Erler


Journal of Medical Ethics 2013; 39 357-358   Published Online First:  19 May 2013. doi: 10.1136/medethics-2013-101562 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Not robots: children's perspectives on authenticity, moral agency and stimulant drug treatmentsIlina Singh, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2012

	Latest trends in ADHD drug prescribing patterns in children in the UK: prevalence, incidence and persistenceRaphaelle Beau-Lejdstrom et al., BMJ Open, 2016

	Researcher to be sacked after reporting high rates of ADHDJeanne Lenzer, BMJ, 2005

	Changes in medical use of central nervous system stimulants among US adults, 2013 and 2018: a cross-sectional studyThomas J Moore et al., BMJ Open, 2021

	Prevalence, determinants and spectrum of attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) medication of children and adolescents in Germany: results of the German Health Interview and Examination Survey (KiGGS)Hildtraud Knopf et al., BMJ Open, 2012

	FACT: a randomised controlled trial to assess the feasibility of QbTest in the assessment process of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) for young people in prison—a feasibility trial protocolCharlotte Lennox et al., BMJ Open, 2020

	Cardiovascular safety of methylphenidate among children and young people with attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD): nationwide self controlled case series studyJu-Young Shin et al., BMJ, 2016

	Mrs Clinton aims to reduce psychoactive drugs in young childrenFred Charatan, BMJ, 2000

	What place for ▼lisdexamfetamine in children and adolescents with ADHD? , Drug and Therapeutics Bulletin, 2013

	Cardiovascular safety of central nervous system stimulants in children and adolescents: population based cohort studyAlmut G Winterstein et al., BMJ: British Medical Journal, 2012




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


