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    Abstract
Currently, research ethics committees (RECs) in the UK meet behind closed doors—their workings and most of the content of their decisions are unavailable to the general public. There is a significant tension between this current practice and a broader societal presumption of openness. As a form of public institution, the REC system exists to oversee research from the perspective of society generally.
An important part of this tension turns on the kind of justification that might be offered for the REC system. In this paper I adapt Daniels and Sabin’s accountability for reasonableness model for just resource allocation to the research ethics context to provide some structural legitimacy and to enable progress on the question of openness. After considering the consequences of adopting this model for open REC meetings, I then examine some reasons that might be offered against open meetings. These arguments do not overwhelm the core intuitions behind the presumption of openness but they do, I suggest, give us reason to retreat from fully public meetings. I conclude that there should be important adjustments to the system towards public accountability and that there are grounds for stopping short of fully public meetings.
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    Footnotes
	Competing interests: None.

	↵i There are various different reporting mechanisms required and mentioned in the Standard Operating Procedures and Governance arrangements for NHS Research Ethics Committees (GafREC), aside from annual reports.1 2

	↵ii In what follows I am not committed to the details of the Daniels and Sabin model and its straightforward application to the research context but I do think that something like this model will work. For some relevant concerns with the Daniels and Sabin model, see Hasman and Holm.4

	↵iii Notice that meetings that are open to the public are not thereby accountable or publicly accountable

	↵iv  See also, GafREC.2

	↵v In this discussion I set aside the issue of expertise. Expert members are, I presume, not members solely for their expertise—the input of the statistician is not limited to statistics.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	The experiences of ethics committee members: contradictions between individuals and committeesL Elliott et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2008

	Lay REC members: patient or public?Kristina Staley, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2013

	Prisoners as research participants: current practice and attitudes in the UKAnna Charles et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2014

	Research ethics committees in Europe: implementing the directive, respecting diversityA Hedgecoe et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2006

	In the lion's den? Experiences of interaction with research ethics committeesElizabeth Fistein et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2011

	Standards for research ethics committees: purpose, problems and the possibilities of other approachesH Davies et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2009

	Results of a self-assessment tool to assess the operational characteristics of research ethics committees in low- and middle-income countriesHenry Silverman et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2014

	Problems and development strategies for research ethics committees in China’s higher education institutionsJiyin Zhou, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2020

	The reform of UK research ethics committees: throwing the baby out with the bath water?S Kerrison et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2005

	New governance arrangements for research ethics committees: is facilitating research achieved at the cost of participants’ interestE Cave et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2002




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


