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Several times each month, usually on a Thursday morning, I join one or more of my physician colleagues on teaching rounds. Most weeks these are traditional rounds, where an attending physician leads a group of medical students, residents, and clinical fellows from bed to bed reviewing charts, examining patients, and planning daily procedures. As a medical ethicist, my role is to discuss some of the ethical issues that are embedded in these decisions about medical care and help students to hone the skills required to manage these issues successfully in the context of ongoing care.
Although the clinical setting varies, questions of patient management are always at the center of teaching rounds. Since my training is in philosophy, and not in medicine or nursing, there have been occasions when this focus on patient care has prompted me to reflect upon my role as a medical ethicist in these contexts. Lacking even the most basic medical training, and having been remarkably fortunate in having had limited personal experiences as a patient, what can I possibly contribute to the training of physicians?



  




I suspect that at some time or another most teachers, but perhaps especially those trained in the humanities, have moments when they question the usefulness of their teaching. In my case, by introducing perspectives from the humanities on teaching rounds, my hope is to add some balance to the often narrow focus on the ordering of diagnostic tests, scheduling of procedures, obtaining of patient consent, and other practical matters. I often stress, for example, how the patients with whom students and residents interact are not mere patients, but persons with lives outside the hospital that can be made profoundly better or worse as a result of the brief time they are seen in the hospital. I draw attention to the … 



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	↵1 In suggesting this I do not mean to suggest that medical professionals are sometimes emotionally distant or unavailable to their patients (though some may be). Instead, I wish to suggest that the experiences of death that many medical professionals have are markedly different from the experiences of death with which persons outside of medicine may be familiar.

	↵2 There are exceptions to this claim. Clinical ethicists working in cancer hospitals, for example, or medical ethicists who work with hospice organisations may be more immediately present to dying patients and their families.

	Competing interests: None declared.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Professionalism dilemmas, moral distress and the healthcare student: insights from two online UK-wide questionnaire studiesLynn V Monrouxe et al., BMJ Open, 2015

	Medical students’ experiences and perception of support following the death of a patient in the UK, and while overseas during their elective periodRachel Jones et al., Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2013

	Confidence in palliative care issues by medical students and internal medicine residentsAna Carolina Montouro Storarri et al., BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2019

	Should cancer patients be informed about their diagnosis and prognosis? Future doctors and lawyers differB S Elger et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2002

	Western Regional Meeting Abstracts , Journal of Investigative Medicine, 2015

	Impact of medical students’ socioeconomic backgrounds on medical school application, admission and migration in Japan: a web-based surveyYasuyuki Suzuki et al., BMJ Open, 2023

	The lived experience of physicians dealing with patient deathPaul Richard Whitehead, BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2012

	Improving serum calcium test ordering according to a decision algorithmDaniel K Faria et al., Journal of Clinical Pathology, 2019

	‘A small cemetery’: death and dying in the contemporary British operating theatreAgnes Arnold-Forster, Medical Humanities, 2019

	Ethical issues of resuscitation: an American perspectiveC A Marco, Postgraduate Medical Journal, 2005




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


