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    Abstract

        Statements on issues in biomedical ethics, purporting to represent international interests, have been put forth by numerous groups. Most of these groups are composed of thinkers in the tradition of European secularism, and do not take into account the values of other ethical systems. One fifth of the world’s population is accounted for by Islam, which is a universal religion, with more than 1400 years of scholarship. Although many values are held in common by secular ethical systems and Islam, their inferences are different. The question, “Is it possible to derive a truly universal declaration of biomedical ethics?” is discussed here by examining the value and extent of personal autonomy in Western and Islamic biomedical ethical constructs. These constructs are then tested vis-à-vis the issue of abortion. It is concluded that having a universal declaration of biomedical ethics in practice is not possible, although there are many conceptual similarities and agreements between secular and Islamic value systems, unless a radical paradigm shift occurs in segments of the world’s deliberative bodies. The appellation “universal” should not be used on deliberative statements unless the ethical values of all major schools of thought are satisfied.

      
	WMA, World Medical Association




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/jme.2006.016170

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	WMA, World Medical Association



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
          
          ↵i The Organization of Islamic Conferences has 58 member states. The United Nations has 189 member states with two, Switzerland and the Vatican, abstaining from membership.

        
	
          
          ↵ii http://www.wma.net/e/members/list.htm (accessed 18 Apr 2006).

        
	
          
          ↵iii http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL_ID=2027&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html (accessed 18 Apr 2006).

        
	
        Competing interests: None.

      




  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Therapeutic abortion in Islam: contemporary views of Muslim Shiite scholars and effect of recent Iranian legislationK M Hedayat et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2006

	Islam and the four principles of medical ethicsYassar Mustafa, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2013

	What is it to practise good medical ethics? A Muslim's perspectiveG I Serour, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Adab and its significance for an Islamic medical ethicsElizabeth Sartell et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2015

	Medical ethics and Islam: principles and practiceA R Gatrad et al., Archives of Disease in Childhood, 2001

	Disclosure of terminal illness to patients and families: diversity of governing codes in 14 Islamic countriesHunida E Abdulhameed et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2011

	Making regulations and drawing up legislation in Islamic countries under conditions of uncertainty, with special reference to embryonic stem cell researchS Aksoy, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2005

	Brain death revisited: it is not ‘complete death’ according to Islamic sourcesAhmet Bedir et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2011

	Muslim patients and cross-gender interactions in medicine: an Islamic bioethical perspectiveAasim I Padela et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2010

	Some principles of Islamic ethics as found in Harrisian philosophySahin Aksoy, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2010




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


